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Indian industrialists in respect of their share in the Indian
textile market. It was, therefore, felt that a frank dis-
cussion among the parties concerned in the textile trade was
necessary. The decision of the Japanese Government to
send a deputation to India to negotiate a new Trading
Agreement supplied an opportunity for the Lancashire trade
associations to represent their case before the Government
of India and the Indian millowners. Thus the object of the
Lancashire mission was (i) to secure a reduction in the
volume of Japanese exports to the Indian market; (2) to in-
dicate that the import duties on cotton goods are excessively
high in India ; and (3) to induce the Indian millowners to
offer Lancashire a reasonable share in the Indian market.
I have already mentioned the terms of agreement between
the Indian and Japanese Governments. After a great deal
of discussion the Bombay Millowners' Association and the
Lancashire textile delegation came to an agreement which,
according to The Times, " represents something quite new
in the history of our commercial diplomacy, and may with
justice be claimed as a triumph of common sense and mutual
accommodation. It has shown beyond all possibility of
doubt that the method of direct negotiation between in-
dustrialists in different portions of the Empire without any
Government intervention is capable of achieving important
results/'
A section of the British public was, however, not happy
with this achievement, which it ridiculed as being " petty
and temporary concessions/' The opponents of the White
Paper warned the Manchester Chamber of Commerce not
" to sell their vital interests for such an elusive commodity
as the goodwill of Gandhi and his patrons, the Indian
millowners/' They had not forgotten the words of Lord
Curzon that " ever since India was ordered to abolish her
customs tariff in 1875 it has been in the main in response to
Lancashire pressure that the successive readjustments of
this policy have been introduced " x; but they failed to
1 The Times (London), June 2, 1908.

